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The year is over half over, but we still have some 
exciting events coming up.  We will have three 
meetings this fall, with August as a new date.  The August program will be given by Nick Sharp, Land 
Stewardship Coordinator for the Alabama State Lands Division.  Nick will discuss Alabama’s Forever 
Wild Program and his work as a wildlife/ecosystem manager.  The 
September program will be given by Dr. Jim Lacefield, author of Lost 
Worlds in Alabama Rocks, and owner of the Cane Creek Canyon Nature 
Preserve near Tuscumbia.  He will give a program on the rich geological 
history of Alabama, including some fascinating new research on the past 
colossal mountains near Birmingham.  The October meeting will be a 
potluck dinner.  Please bring a dish to share as we enjoy a festive fall 
atmosphere and share our many pictures and stories. 

We have several other activities before 2009 begins.  The second week of 
August features an eight-orchid outing that I will lead to several sites in 
southern Tennessee.  We hope to see Monkey-Face Orchid, Yellow 
Fringed Orchid, Snowy Orchid, Downy Rattlesnake Plantain, among 
other orchids.  Doug Horacek is leading three outings to Wade Mountain 
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